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meat for a greyhound and threw it to him." " It was I,"
said the man. " I am that greyhound/' replied the other ;
"who brought you here?" "A woman," answered the
other, and he related the whole of his adventure. " Go and
complain to the king," said his friend; " I am his son. I
will go and tell him, ( This man has done me a kindness.'
When he shall say to you, * Go to the treasury and take as
much money as you can/ answer, * I don't want any, I
want you to spit the blessing into my mouth.' If he asks you,
* Who told you to say that ? ' reply, * Nobody.' "
The man went to the king and complained of the woman.
The king sent for her and said to her, " Why did you take
this man captive ? " " He ate my son," said she. " Why
did your son turn himself into a jerboa ? " asked the king;
" when men see one of them, they catch it and eat it." Then,
addressing the man, he said, " Give her back the ear-ring."
He gave it back to her. " Go," continued the king, " take
back this man to the place whence you brought him." The
king's son then said to his father, " This man has done me a
kindness. He must be rewarded for it." The king said to
him, " Go to the treasury and take as much money as you
can." " I do not want money," answered he, " I wish you
to spit the blessing into my mouth." " Who has told you
that ? " asked the king. " Nobody," said the man. " You
will not be able to bear it," said the king. " I shall be able,"
said the man. "When I shall have spat into your mouth,"
said the king, "you will understand the language of beasts
and birds ; you will know what they say when they talk, but
if you reveal it to people, you will die." " I will not reveal
it," said the man. The king spat into his mouth and sent
him away, saying to the woman, " Go, take him to the place
where you found him." She went and took him to the place.
He mounted his ass and returned to his house. He
tethered his beast and took back the washing to the people.
Then he mounted his ass again to go and look for some
fuller's earth. He was in the act of digging when he heard
a raven in the air saying, " Dig down. Thou wilt sing when
God shall enrich thee." He understood what the bird said,
dug down, and found a treasure. He filled a panier with it,
put a little earth on the top, and returned home. Then he